Adopting a wide range of critical approaches in the fields of anthropology, cultural and gender studies, political philosophy and sociology, the collection examines violence in three streams: institutional violence and managerial violence against health care workers; horizontal violence among health care providers and toward patients; and violence by patients toward health care providers. The collection includes chapters that are likely to be somewhat controversial on topics like the swearing experienced by nurses, the policing of pornography in high secure care, bullying among nurses, and the 'violence of tolerance' in multicultural health workplaces. Overall the book does, at it claims, provide new and unique insights regarding violence in health care, which should stimulate fresh dialogue and debate on a phenomenon that has such detrimental effects on the delivery of health services. If there is any deficiency in the book it may lie in the omission of any authors from the developing world where the manifestations of violence can be far more direct and disturbing in nations ravaged by war, famine and disease.
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